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February 4,2025

Rep. Lana Greenfield, Chair, District 22
South Dakota Legislature

House Education Committee

Dear Rep. Greenfield,

| am writing to urge your support for HB 1092, which would provide much-needed stipends for student teachers. This
is a critical issue, particularly in the field of arts education, where there are currently over 17 open art and music
teaching positions across our state. Rural communities such as Sisseton and Tripp struggle even more to attract and

retain qualified educators in these essential subjects.

We have outstanding students training to become music and art educators in our state schools, but they are often
drawn away by neighboring states that offer stipends for student teaching. Once they complete their student teaching
in another state, they frequently take their first full-time teaching job there, resulting in a loss of homegrown talent.
By supporting HB 1092, we can provide financial relief to aspiring educators and encourage them to stay and begin

their careers here in our own communities.

Investing in student teacher stipends is an investment in the future of South Dakota’s education system. | urge you to
support HB 1092 to ensure that our schools especially those in rural areas can attract and retain passionate, qualified

arts educators for years to come.

Thank you for your time and consideration. | appreciate your leadership on education issues and hope you will stand

with us in supporting future South Dakota teachers.

Executive Director
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