
 

  

May 10, 2022 

Sen. Mike Rounds 
Hart Senate Office Bldg., Suite 502 
Washington, DC 20510 

Dear Sen. Rounds, 

As you consider upcoming budget negotiations, I respectfully request your support for funding of at least 
$204 million for the NEA in FY 2023. This funding will go directly to the NEA's core mission to strengthen 
the creative capacity of our communities by providing all Americans with diverse opportunities for arts 
engagement. Moreover, investing in our creative economy's recovery from the devastating effects of the 
COVID-19 pandemic on cultural organizations and workers makes robust funding to support this mission 
even more critical.  

According to the NEA, for every dollar we spend on federal arts initiatives, we see nine non- federal dollars 
leveraged, generating roughly $500 million in matching support. An examination of NEA direct grants 
showed that the majority go to small and medium-sized organizations, which tend to support projects that 
benefit audiences who otherwise might not have access to arts programs. This is especially true in South 
Dakota. In the last five years, the National Endowment for the Arts distributed more than $5,487,837 in 
grants in South Dakota and our 9 Native Nations.  

NEA funds have supported important arts and cultural projects such as a series of classes in traditional and 
contemporary Lakota arts and culture, including website development, for youth living in the Cheyenne 
River Reservation, as well as the Lakota Music Project presented by the South Dakota Symphony Orchestra. 
The orchestra will continue its focus on developing in-depth relationships through artist residencies in South 
Dakota locations such as Sisseton Wahpeton Indian Reservation, the City of Sisseton, and Pine Ridge Indian 
Reservation, and Crazy Horse Memorial. 

The NEA tax burden on the American public is just pennies on the dollar per capita. Forty percent of NEA's 
grant-making budget is re-granted through state arts agencies and regional arts organizations. Private 
support cannot substitute the leveraging role of government cultural funding, especially not in South 



Dakota. So not only does investing in the NEA make economic sense, the creative and cultural impact on all 
South Dakotans will be part of our collective story long into the future.  

If I can provide further assistance, don't hesitate to get in touch with me anytime. We know your leadership 
requires balancing priorities and making decisions that best serve the great people of South Dakota. The 
National Endowment for the Arts serves our state in ways that very few, if any, other federal or state 
programs are equipped to do, and we need your support.  

Best Regards, 

Jim Speirs 
Executive Director 

cc. Jackie Bossman via email 

Jim Speirs


